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DEFENCES OP PHILADELPHIA IE 1777. 

CONTBIBUTED BY WORTHINGTON CHAUNCET TOED. 

(Continued from page 373.) 

BRIGADIER-GENEKAL VAENUM TO WASHINGTON. 

" FoET Meecee, 17'" Nov' 1 oClk P.M., 1777 
" Sir : 

" In Consequence of the Enemy's armed Vessells, laying 
at Fort Mifflin, their Provision Vessells pass unmolested up 
to the Mouth of Sehylkill, between Mud Island and Prov- 
ince Island. A considerable Number of Shipping have 
moved up this Day & anchored off Billingsport. It is prob- 
able they may intend landing the Troops from New York, 
w°h in Addition to those already there, (I mean Billings- 
port) their Force may be such as to put it out of my Power 
to prevent a Siege. — It is my Opinion, if your Excellency 
intends taking Possession of Province Island, this Post 
should be held. If you give up all Ideas of preventing the 
large Shipping's going up the River, this Post is of no essen- 
tial Consequence ; Batteries along the Shore, between this 
& Manto Creek, might annoy greatly, or totally prevent the 
Shipping from raising the Cheveau de Frize, if the Troops 
besieging should be dislodged. — If your Excellency should 
think of establishing a strong post at Cooper's Ferry, I 
imagine all the large Cannon should be removed to Mount 
Ilolley. In that Case the Troops here would be of great 
Service. — It will require a large Force to keep the Shore so 
as to play directly upon the Shipping — Was our Fleet to 
continue under the Cover of this Place, the Enemy's Ship- 
ping would be in a worse Situation ; but, as they seem to be 
upon the Wing, the Enemy will soon be able to open Bomb 
Batteries from Fort Mifflin. This would not be terrible in 
itself, but connected with an Investiture, would deprive the 
Garrison of that Cover, w°h might otherwise be derived from 



482 Defences of Philadelphia in 1777. 

the Bank of the Eiver. — Col" Greene will write you the Sen- 
timents of the principal Officers of the Garrison, upon their 
present Situation. Provided the Enemy should attempt 
crossing Timber and Manto Creeks at the same Time, 
"Woodberry will be a more ineligible Situation than Haddon- 
field, as it will throw my Troops between the Enemy's 
Front and Fort Mercer; and prevent that Communication 
w°h would be necessary. However, in that Case, I shall act 
according to immediate Circumstances. — I hope your Excel- 
lency's Earliest Orders may be given upon these Matters. — 
It is a great Misfortune, that we have lost Fort Mifflin ; 
Nothing but the undaunted Bravery, & persevering Pru- 
dence of Major Thayer, prevented a much greater Effusion 
of Blood, than has taken Place. — The Ground was held 
until the principal Cann[ona]de was over, when the greater 
part of the Garrison were put off. The Major with a rear 
Guard of about forty Men, remained, 'till with amazing 
Address, he had sent off the most part of the Stores, he 
then came away. Had the Garrison been bro't away in the 
Day time, the Loss must have been very great, as the ship- 
ping would have sunk many of the Boats. I mention these 
Circumstances, in repetition of what was said in my last, as 
it may be said by some, that the Major continued too long 
upon the Island. — If that was the Case, the Fault was mine, 
not his. I can say from my Conscience, I think never did 
Man behave better. 

" I have called for an exact return of the killed & wounded, 
w°h will soon be transmitted; It is not so great as was 
imagined or expected. 

" I am &c. 

"J. M. Varnum." 

CAPTAIN CRAIG TO WASHINGTON. 

" Fkankfokt, IS'" November, 1777 
" Sir : 

" I have not been able to gain any intelligence of Conse- 
quence since I had the Honour of Addressing your Excel- 
lency. 
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"The enemy intend some Grand Menouver in Jersey 
very shortly which I hope to be informed of — the[y] have 
been making small enquiries respecting the Northern Army, 
and what number of Men your Excellency has in Jersey. 

" Enclosed is a rough Draught of the enemy's lines. I 
have been so unfortunate as to meet with an Accident 
which prevents my being so active on the lines as I wou'd 
wish to be — shoud anything new Transpire I shall embrace 
the earliest Opportunity of communicating it. I have &c. 

"Chaklbs Craig. 

" I have this Moment received information of Lord Corm 
Wallace' crossing in Jersey last night with four thousand 
Men. I shall write more particularly this evening. I 
have &c. 

"C. Ceaig. 

"J past 11 o'clock. 

" Since my last I have had I believe a True Acct. of Lord 
Cornwals^' rout. Last night about 12 o'Clock his Lordship 
Marchd from the City with Two thousand Granadiers, & 
light Infantry, he intends his march for "Willmington where 
he is to Cross the river and march up the other side and 
make an Attackt on Red Bank Eort. I have the Honor &c. 

"0. Craig. 

" Near Fbankfoet, \ past 3 oClock." 

LIEUTENANT HEARD TO WASHINGTON. 

" Feankfoed, IS'" Novemb' Half past 2 P.M. 
"Sir 

" I am just now creditably inform'd by M' Petre, direct 
from the City, that last Night at 11 oclock, a large Body of 
the Enemy under the command of Cornwallis, march'd to 
the Neck, their intentions are to cross over the River 
below the Fort. Mr. Cooper further adds, that this detach- 
ment has so much weaken'd them, that they have not now, 
in the City, Men sufficient to Man their Lines. I have 
receiv'd various Acc'° of this, which, tho' in themselves they 
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do not all agree, yet all in this, that a large Number has 
actually gone off. 

" M' Cooper received this piece of Intelligence from a 
Sergeant, who supposing him & two or three who were with 
him to be well affected to the Royal Army, had communi- 
cated this to him. As Cap' Craig is now absent & I now 
command, I have thought proper to send this. I have the 
honor &c 

" John Heard." 

brigadier-general potter to washington. 

" Sqtjaie, Nov' IS* Eight oClock P.M., 1777 
" Sir : 

" You have been informed of the enemys move to Ches- 
ter last night and of Generals Reed and Cadwalder & me 
Reconnitring them — by Reeds letter of this day from Darbey 
I am now to inform you that the[y] are all Imbarked on 
Bord there ships and gon over to the Jarsey — ^Redbank 
must now fall. I am &c 

" Jas. Potter. 

" P.S. — I send you enclosed the Deposition of Mr. Sel- 
lers." ^ 

joseph reed to washington. 

" Lewis Davis's 5 miles feom Daeby & neae 

" Speingfield Meeting House, Nov. 18, 1777 

" i past 9 oClock. 
" Dear Sir : 

" Since I wrote you this Afternoon we have got Intelli- 
gence, out of Chester, which may be depended on that the 
Troops at Chester began to embark at 11 oClock this Morn- 
ing & past over to Billingsport with their Cannon, Wag- 
gons, &c. — they made no Secret of their Intentions to attack 
Red Bank — They gave out their Number was 5000 & the 

^ Nicholas Sellers, of the borough of Wilmington, a shallopman, and 
lately a prisoner with the English. The deposition refers to the cruel 
treatment meted out to prisoners, and the efforts of the British to starve 
them into enlisting on their side. 
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Inform* says there was certainly a great Number chiefly 
British. 

" They said they would storm it to night if practicable 
but they were so late that the Informant thinks they could 
not effect it to night. He farther adds that Troops went 
from on Board the Ships on the same Errand. L* Corn- 
wallis commands this Detachment. We have thought it 
best to despatch this Intelligence this Evening that you may 
be fully apprized of every Circumstance necessary for your 
ExeelF to form a Judgment of what may be proper to be 
done in our present Circumstances. 

" Gen* Cadwallader supposing from the Position of the 
British Troops that his Scheme was wholly frustrated, had 
directed Proctor to return & proposed crossing the River to 
Head Quarters tomorrow morning, but upon this Intelli- 
gence he has determined to stay. You may depend upon it 
that every Precaution will be taken for the Safety of the 
Pieces, & I make no Doubt they will be safely returned. I 
am &c' 

"Jos: Reed." 

WASHINGTON TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM. 

" Head Quabtees, 18 November, 1777 
" 10 o'clock P.M. 
" Dear Sir : 

" A Body of the Enemy marched last Night from Phila- 
delphia, across the Bridge at the Middle Ferry and pro- 
ceeded to Chester. Their number is variously reported, 
being from 1500 to 3000, but I imagine the former is most 
likely, although some people, from the city, think their 
numbers are much lessened upon their lines. They this 

^ From Major Clark's letters I obtain the numbers of the regiments, 
exclusive of the Hessians and light infantry, which enable me to give 
the names of the colonels : 

Fifth Eegiment, Hugh, Earl Percy. 

Fifteenth Eegiment, Richard, Earl of Cavan. 

Seventeenth Regiment, Hon. Robert Monkton. 

Thirty-third Eegiment, Charles, Earl Cornwallis. 

Fifty-sixth Eegiment, John Irwin. 
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day embark'd their Horses from Chester on Board Ships 

and Brigs. This would seem as if they were going away, 

but in my opinion it is only a feint, and that they intend to 

cross over to Jersey and pay you a visit. Therefore keep a 

good look-out below ; if you do this, they cannot surprise 

you because they must make a tedious debarkation of their 

Horses. To all matters contained in yours of yesterday I 

refer you to the Generals St. Clair, Knox and Kalb, who 

went down to consult with you and the Commodore. I 

expect a report from them to govern me in my operations, 

towards assisting you. If you could get some countrymen 

to go into Billingsport with a small supply of provisions, he 

might learn something of their intentions and numbers. I 

am &c^ 

" G° 'Washington." 

WASHINGTON TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL GLOVER. 

" Head Quarters, 19 November, 1777 
"11 o'clock P.M. 
« Sir : 

" The Enemy having thrown a considerable part of their 
force over Delaware, with an Intention as I suppose of 
making an attack upon our Fort at Red Bank, occasions 
me to Reinforce the Garrison & troops already their with 
a large Detachment from this Army — in addition to which 
it is my desire & you are hereby order'd to March by the 
most convenient Route after receipt of this to Join the 
Continental Army which may be in the Neighbourhood of 
Red Bank under command of Major Gen' Greene, or any 
other Officer there commanding, & take his directions with 
respect to your conduct at that Post. You will take the 
Necessary precaution for the Subsistance of your Troops 
on their march to this place by Detaching Commissaries 
&c*, to provide for them. Your first Route should be 
Directed to Haddonfield & from thence as Circumstances 

will require. I am &c 

" G° Washington." 

^ In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel Tench. Tilghman. 
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WASHINSTON TO THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF EITHER POOR S 

OR paterson's brigade. 

" Head Quarters, 19'" November, 1777 
" Sir : 

" Instead of proceeding to Coryels Ferry which I imagine 
is your intended Eout, I desire you will march down as far 
as Trenton, and there wait my orders before you cross the 
Eiver. The moment you receive this, dispatch an Officer 
to me, to inform me where you are, when you will be at 
Trenton, & by what Eoad you will march, that I may send 
orders to meet you. I am &c, 

" G° "Washington, 

" If this should reach you between Flemington and Cor- 
yels Ferry, you are not to march towards Trenton, but 
cross at Ooryels, as first intended.^ 



WASHINGTON TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM. 

" Head Quarters, 19 November, 1777 
"Dear Sir: 

" In Consequence of advices rec* since I wrote you last 
Night, I have ordered Gen' Huntington to march to your 
Assistance. You will please to direct the detachment that 
went first down to Fort Mifflin under the command of Col° 
Smith to return to camp, they are in so much want of 
IsTecessaries that it is impossible for them to remain longer. 
Let the Militia that are with you be put in the best order, 
that they can be. I wish they had a good officer at their 
Head to arrange them properly. I am &c 

" G" Washington. 

"P.S. — It would not be amiss to collect all the Militia 
you can in the Country adjacent." ^ 

' In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens. 
'^ In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel Tench Tilghman. 
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WASHINGTON TO COMMODORE HAZBLWOOD. 

" Head Quaetees, 19 November, 1777. 
"Sib 

"I am favor'd with yours of IS"" Instant covering the 
Resolution of a Council of War held the preceding day 
upon the Subject of my Letter of the IS"". 

" The General officers who have been sent from here 
to Examine into & determine upon the Measures to be 
adopted in that quarter have, I expect, by this time put 
things in such a Train as will be most conducive to the 
public Interest, & agreeable to the Officers concerned. 
Should any matter be left undetermined by them, I shall 
be able from their Report to form my Opinion thereon & 
shall immediately communicate it to you. In the mean 
time I have no doubt but you will afford every Assistance 
in your Power to repell any attempt which may be made to 
clear the channell or reduce the Fort. 

"Inclosed you have a Letter from Presid' Wharton 
which he requested might be forwarded to you. I am &c 

" G° Washington." 

WASHINGTON TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM. 

" 19 November, 1777 

" Sir : 

" The Generals St. Clair, Knox and Kalb returned to 
Camp this Evening — they are all clear in their opinions 
that keeping possession of the Jersey shore at or near Red 
Bank is of the last importance.' I have therefore deter- 
mined to make such an addition to the Reinforcement that 
marched this morning under Genl. Huntington that I am 
in hopes you will be able to give an effectual Check to the 
force which the Enemy at present have in Jersey. Gen' 
Greene will take the command of the Reinforcement — Very 
much will depend upon keeping possession of Fort Mercer, 

^Joseph Reed gave to President Wbarton another account of the 
conclusion of these generals, saying they " were of opinion that the 
fort would not be tenable against regular approaches, and that the gal- 
leys would be of no use." 
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as to reduce it the Enemy will be obliged to put themselves 
in a very disagreeable situation to them and advantageous 
to us, upon a narrow neck of land between two Creeks, 
with our whole force pressing upon their Rear — Therefore 
desire Colonel Green to hold it if possible till the relief 
arrives. All superfluous Stores may be removed if it can 
be done after this reaches you ; that in Case of Accident 
as little may fall into the hands of the Enemy as possible. 
"While we hold the fort it will be necessary for some of the 
Gallies to lay close under the Bank to keep the Enemy 
from making any lodgment under it, and it will also secure 
your Communication with the Water, which perhaps may 
be essential, for I do not remember whether there is a Well 
in the Works. There can be no danger to the Galleys while 
we keep the Bank above them, and if we evacuate, if they 
canaiot get off, they may destroy them and put the Men on 
Shore. I have recommended this upon a supposition that 
they will be very serviceable to you ; if you do not think 
they will, you need not keep them. 

" Altho I am anxious to have the fort kept, I do not mean 
that it should be done at all events so as to endanger the 
safety of the Men without any probability of success. I 
am &c^ 

" G° Washington." 

captain cbaig to washington. 
" Sir : 

"I received various Accounts yesterday respecting the 
Enemy's Measures for making an Attack on Red Bank in 
my last Letter to your Excellency I mentioned the Enemy's 
intending to march by Willmington, having receiv'd that 
information from the City, But I think it very improbable — 
That Cornwallace is march'd with a party of Troops is a 
Certainty, said to be two Thousand Granadiers and Light 
Infantry. But where he intends Crossing I am not able to 
learn. The Enemy were last Night alarmed, and Drew in 
their Piquets. Nothing New has Transpired since my last. 

^ In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel Tench Tilghman. 
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In that Sketch of the Enemy's lines I sent yesterday is 
mentioned a Compy from each Eeg* being Draughted — 
Those men were Draughted before the reduction of Fort 
Mifflin. I have the Honor &c. 

" 0. Craig. 
" Feankfoet, 19* Nov"' 1777 

" Since my last Letter I have received a Certain Account 
of a Number of Highlanders crossing to Jersey last Night 
about nine oClock. The[y] cross'd at Coopers ferry — their 
Piquets were Drawn in last night, their lines very weak by 
every information. I am &c. 

" Wednesday one o'Clock" 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL WAYNE TO WASHINGTON. 

"Two Mile Stone, 2 oClock P.M. 19'* Nov. 77 
"Dear Gbn^ 

" The light Infantry who were Encamped on the Right 
between third & fourth Street have struck their tents this 
morning — their Picquets are drawn in — we took possession 
of the advanced Redoubt made of Rails, where they vacated 
this day. I am just proceeding along the line to the left. 
They have turned out the Guards from a house near the 
City with a few of their Horse, but don't seem Inclined to 
Advance — there is no Ahettu to the Right. I am &c 

"Ant'^ Watne." 

brigadier-general VARNUM to WASHINGTON. 

" Haddonfield, Nov. 19'" 5 P.M., 1777 
" This Morning my flying Camp was removed from Wood- 
berry to this Place, as a more fit Situation for benefiting Red 
Bank. One principal Inducement was a Concurrence of 
Reports that the Enemy from Philadelphia were to form a 
Junction with those from Billingsport. In w^h Case we 
have a proper Position for attacking the Party first men- 
tioned, & thereby facilitate the Retreat of the Garrison over 
Timber Creek, w°h otherwise would be impracticable. — My 
Videts have just informed me from Man to Creek Bridge, 
Sunton, that the Enemy moved, three Hours since with 
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about one Thousand towards that Bridge, but as it was 
taken up, which they could not fail knowing, I imagine 
their Principal Manoeuvre was filing ofi" from their Rear to 
their Right, in Order to cross five Miles above, where the 
Creek is easily fordible. Should this be the Case, I fear 
the Garrison must retreat in the Morning. However, I am 
this Moment going to Red Bank, & its Vicinity to satisfy 
myself more fully, & consult with Col° Greene. I am so 
fully of Opinion that they will bend their whole Porce to 
get full Possession of the Jersey shore, rather than ^ I shall 
recommend holding the Post longer than otherwise, think- 
ing that you will contend with them here, in great force, 
rather than suffer their Points to be carried. Nevertheless, 
not knowing what your Result may be, I shall not sufier the 
Garrison to be sacrificed upon Conjecture; but continue 
them as long as I can cover them — That most of the Troops 
have left Philadelphia, appears in Corroboration of your 
Excellency's 'Intelligence,' by daily Deserters who come 
to me. I have no Doubt of it, and am fully of your 
Opinion respecting their Intentions. — I have Accounts 
from Billingsport, by Deserters, two of whom came to 
me last ITight, of the sixty-third Regiment, that their 
Force consists of three British Regiments from New 
York, fifty five Rank & Pile in a Company. I am induced 
to believe the Calculation true in part, as all the recruits 
from England have joined in New York — Some Companies 
of Guards, three and an half Hessian Battalions, two Green 
Coats & Preston's Regiment of Horse. These in Addition 
to those before there. I have nothing more to add, but that 
I am &e. 

"J. M. Varnum. 

" By Major "Ward, I now have your favor of this Day ; 
am much obliged for the Reinforcement proposed ; but can 
not think much of the Militia of this part of Jersey. A 
Reg* from the Eastern part has left us to Day, but another, 
larger, came to us." 

' In turning the leaf the general seems to have omitted some words. 
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BRIGADIER-GENERAL POTTER TO WASHINGTON. 

" Nov' 20«' 1777 
"I am Tinder the disagreeble necessity of Informing 
your Excilancey that on the eighteenth Instant one of my 
picquats that Consisted of 1 Cap* 2 sub° 50 privits had 28 
privits, Lieut. & 2 Sarg' taken prisners, and 3 wounded, as 
to the perticulars I Refare you to General Cadwalder. I 
am &e. 

"Ja« Potter." 

washington to brigadier-general poor. 

" Head Qxtartees, 20 November, 1777 
"Sir 

" Upon receipt of this you are to direct your inarch to- 
wards this Army, and to be as expeditious as possible in 
forming a Junction. I am &c 

" G° "Washington. 

" If in consequence of yesterday's orders you should have 
filed off towards Trenton, continue that Rout and give me 
notice of it by a Messenger. He will probably find me at 
the Crooked Billet." 1 

WASHINGTON TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL PATERSON. 

" Head Quarters, 20'" November, 1777 
"Sir 

" I yesterday wrote you a Letter with conditional direc- 
tions relative to your march ; upon receipt of this, you will 
proceed by the way of Coryel's Ferry and join this army 
as expeditiously as possible. I am &c 

" G° "Washington." 

captain McLANE to WASHINGTON. 

" DiCKESON HOUSE, Nov' 20"' 1777 
"Sir 

" Intelligences this day agree that the Enemy have but few 
Troops in the City its currently reported that our people 

■ In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens. The letter to 
General Paterson contained the same P.S. as that to General Poor. 
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have avaccuated Red Bank last night this Evening I fell in 
with one Thornton as he was going to his family near the 
lines he is a [ ] to the Gallys & left them this morn- 

ing in Bristol he left the River opposite Red Bank this 
morning at 3 oClock he thinks that the fort was then in 
our Posission and that our people had received Intilligence 
that their was a reinforcement Comeing to their assistance 
he saw last Tuesday a Great Body of the Enemy Cross over 
province Island to Billingport this day the Enemy's advance 
Sentrys consist of horse and they are on aline from delaway 
to Schuylkill distance about one & half miles from the City — 
no Picquits of foot his discovered this day outside their lines 
this Evening I heard a smart fire of small Arms for about 
one Minute it appeared to be across the Delaway towards 
Cooper's ferry. Inclosd you have a few lines from the 
same person that sent the last — this morning one Thomas 
Smith of my party deserted to the Enemy he was one of 
the Sixth Maryland regiment has many of my party are 
Bare of Cloaths & desire to be Actife [?] if his Excellency 
thinks propper I will be prepared to receive the relief in 
German Town tomorrow Evening. I remain &c. 

"Allan M^Lane. 
\_EnclosuTe.'\ 

" The Meadows Before the Redouts under water fortifica- 
tion acrost the roads of 2* & 3* Streets Intrenching along the 
Brow of the hills all the rest of works as before mentiond 
The longer you Delay the more Difficult it will be." 

BKIGADIEB-GENEKAL VASNUM TO WASHINGTON. 

" Haddonmeld, 20* Nov' 11 A.M., 1777 
"Sir 

" Upon my Arrival at Red Bank last Evening, I found 
that Col° Greene had rec* the same Acc*° w°h I mentioned 
to your Excellency in my Letter of yesterday; he was 
farther informed that the Enemy were actually crossing 
the Ford, In Consequence, he had given Orders for an 
Evacuation. The Powder by Cap' Duplissis, was strewed 
over the Fort. However, upon an Apprehension that your 
Vol. XIX. — 33 
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Excellency might make a great Eflort to save it, the Gar- 
rison agreed to remain ; Hoping to take up the scattered 
Powder hy Day Light. Immediately they were alarmed by 
the rowing of many Boats near the Shore. This changed 
the Scene and induced us to bring off the Men, leaving a 
strong rear Guard to fire upon the Boats. Upon the 
Approach of this Party the Boats retired. This caused a 
diversity of Opinion at first ; But, it was finally the prevail- 
ing Sentiment, that the Boats retiring was a feint to draw 
the attention of the Garrison, & lull them into Security, 
'till a Party from the Ford should throw themselves be- 
tween Tim[b]er Creek and the Fort. From these Con- 
siderations, added to a dismal Circumstance that the firing 
a single Musket in the Garrison would blow it up, or the 
bursting of a single shell, — it was concluded to take away 
the Men, leaving a small Number to set Fire in Case of 
Necessity, & trust to their Fate. — We have bro't oft" many 
Stores; a large Number of Waggons have gone this Morn- 
ing for the same Purpose. I believe the Possission will be 
ours 'till we can get away every thing valuable, except the 
heavy Cannon, or till a strong Force might again be sent 
in. I am now ascertained the Enemy's Reason for not 
attacking us here before. By a young Gentleman, who 
left Philadelphia last Evening, It appears that General 
Howe imagined there was a very large Force in New Jersey, 
commanded by Gen' Greene. He has therefore ordered all 
the Grenadiers down, with some other Troops to join Gen' 
Willson : Lord Cornwallis commands the whole. It is 
given out that they will take Red Bank or sacrifice their 
whole Army — This Young Gentleman farther adds, that he 
verily believes there are not to exceed one Thousand Men 
in Philadelphia. J past 12. Your Excellency's Favor of 
yesterday is delivered to me. — We shall send some Men 
into the Fort. The Gallies have gone past Philadelphia. — 
I cannot think the Enemy will attempt the Force, [fort ?] 
after being once convinced that we are equal, or superior 
to them in the Field. Should General Greene arrive before 
they attack, & have sufficient Force to move over Manto 
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Creek, they must fight us, before they make any other 
Attempt. If we beat them, Billingsport as well as red 
Bank will be ours. Should they possess themselves of 
Eed Bank previous to General Greene's Arrival, that will 
not prevent an Action, as the Fort will contain but few 
Men, and, in the Eesult, will be his who conquers in the 
JField. I am &c 

" J. M. Vaenum." 



BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM TO 'WASHINGTON. 

"Mount Holley, 21" Nov' 1777 
"Sir 

" Last Evening Fort Mercer was evacuated. Some of the 
Shipping burnt this Morning. Most of the Stores bro't 
safely off. The Enemy, part at Billingsport, part between 
Manto & Timber Creeks, and some at Fort Mercer. We 
have moved to this Place as the first safe Position on 
Account of the Creeks. From hence we can move by the 
Head of the Creeks, go down upon the Enemy, secure both 
our Flanks by the Creeks, and by the same means, secure a 
Eetreat in Case of Disaster. It is a fit Situation for making 
a Junction of the respective Cors. Gen' Huntington has 
already joined me. Gen' Greene is at Burlington. The 
Militia amount to Twelve Hundred. Three Hundred here, 
seven Hundred at Haddonfield. I have ordered them here, 
but am just told < they dont like the Manoeuvre.' Two 
Hundred at Coopers Ferry & Gloucester: They are to join. 
With the Great Force you have ordered, we shall be 
superior, I believe, to the Enemy in the Field. We have 
the Advantage by being at the Head of the Creeks ; & it is 
my firm Sentiment we ought & shall attack them to Advan- 
tage. The Success of that Manoeuvre, as I mentioned before, 
will determine the Possession of the Forts. I am &c.' 

" J. M. Varnum." 

* See a letter of this date from Joseph Eeed to President Wharton, in 
Eeed's " Life of Eeed," "Vol. I. p. 338, where it is wrongly dated the 
25th. 



496 Defences of Philadelphia in 1777. 

MAJOR-GENERAL GREENE TO WASHINGTON. 

" BuELiNGTOF, 5 oClock P.M. Nov. 21. 1777 
" D« Sir. 

" General Varnum this moment acquaints me that fort 
Mercer was evacuated last evening — Commodore Hassel- 
wood informs me also that the greater part, if not all the 
fleet except the thirteen Gallies were burnt this morning; 
one or two of the smallest vessels attempted to pass the 
city and could not effect it, one was set on fire and one 
other fell into the enemies hands owing to the matches 
going out — the People made their escape. My division 
arrivd on the other side of the river about ten this morn- 
ing, but the want of scows to get over the waggons will 
prevent our marching until this morning the greater part 
of the night if not the whole will be employd in geting 
over the baggage & Artillery. 

" General Varnum has retreated to mount Holly. I pur- 
pose to see him and General Huntington early in the 
morning if it is practicable to make an attack upon the 
enemy it shall be done ; but I am afraid the enemy will put 
it out of my power as they can so easily make us take such 
a circuitous march by taking up the bridges over timber 
creek — I cannot promise any thing until I learn more of 
the designs of the enemy, their strength and the position 
they are in. If it is possible to make an attack upon em 
with a prospect of success it shall be done. 

" Col. Shrieve psrael Shreve] was with me this afternoon 
about turning out the Militia. I wish he may succeed, but 
from the temper of the People, there appears no great 
prospect — I have heard nothing from General Glover's 
brigade. I hope Col. Morgan's Corps of light troops will 
be on in the morning and Cap* Lee's troop of light Horse. 

" The fleet are greatly disgusted at the reflections thrown 
out against the officers ; the Commodore thinks the Officers 
are greatly injured, he asserts they did their duty faithfully. 
I am &c. 

"N. Greene. 
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" N.B. — The Commodore this mom' informs me there is 
three Sloops & a Brigg past safe by the City." ' 

INTELLIGENCE.' 

" The lines at the I^orth End of the City are nearly com- 
pleat, they are ditch'd & facin'd from Delaware to Schuylkill, 
between each Redoubt — They have dam'd the Run at the 
upper end of second street, in order to keep the back water 
in, the more to obstruct your coming up to their works — 
On Monday night Lord Gornwallis & Sir W"" Erskine, with 
a large detachm* some say four, some 5 thous* men marchd 
thro' Derby downwards, cross'd the Delaware & took Red 
bank which was evacuated before they came to it, in Con- 
sequence of which, our brave little fleet were put to the 
rout. I believe all the Gondelows & two topsails made a 
safe retreat up the River, the others are all burnt — this 
morning 21" Nov' 1777. 

"One o'clock P.M. Just now a boat came from W" 
Cooper's ferry with a flag of truce. Bringing a Hessian 
Doctor & four Ladies over, soon after she left the wharff, 
the Delaware Frigate fired a Shot at her, she proceeded, till 
the frigates Boat met her took them all out & made the 
officer & his Crew prisoners, the passengers were sett at 
liberty & the others took to jail. The reason of this 
Violation I cannot guess, perhaps the flag was not properly 
authenticated by a General Officer, or they were Exasper- 
ated at the Burning our Fleet. 

" They continue getting up Provisions by way of Schuyl- 
kill, they sell Rum at a Gulney p' Gall : pork they [have in] 
plenty, Beef & Butter they have none, their flower all very 
Musty — they begin at the Chevaux de frees tomorrow — they 
say Cornwallis is to scower the Jerseys, whilst How is to 

^ " Resolved, That an enquiry be made into tlie causes of the evacuation 
of Fort Mercer, on the river Delaware, and into the conduct of the 
principal officers commanding that garrison ; and that a committee be 
appointed to report the mode of conducting the enquiry." — Journals of 
Congress, November 28, 1777. The members of the committee were 
William Duer, Francis Dana, and Francis Lightfoot Lee. 

^ From a new correspondent. 
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maintain this City with about 3000 men, they appear to be 
in the greatest security, notwithstanding I have the greatest 
reason to believe from every Ace' that they do not exceed 
that If umber. 

" Their different preparations plainly denote their deter- 
mination of wintering here. 

" They have pulled down peal hall & all the rest of the 
houses facing their Redoubts. They have ordered all the 
wood within their lines to be cutt for the use of the Army, 
they are takeing up houses & when the empty ones are full 
they quarter the rest on the Inhabitants — Beef in Market 
is sold for 5/ p' lb. paper, & 3/9 hard money — thank God, the 
Quakers Idol is fallen J already, & I hope soon will to 
nothing ; 'tis reported & I believe it to be fact the Quakers 
have lent them 90,000 pounds the better to carry on the war 
& some of them at this time refuse to take it for goods. 

" The army are very healthy & very saucy, say they have 
men enough to defend their Lines whilst Cornwallis clears 
the Country. 

" I hope His Excellency General "Washington will soon 
convince them to the contrary." 

major-general greene to washington. 

" Mount Holly, Nov' 22, 1777 
«D" Sir 

" I came to this Place yesterday morning — the Difficulty 
of crossing the Baggage over the River prevented its coming 
up last night. The Boats & Scows at Burlington are under 
very bad Regulations. — Gen. Varnum had retreated as I 
wrote your Excellency before to this place. He left a 
Party of Militia at Haddonfield : I am afraid there has a 
very considerable Quantity of Stores fallen into the Enemies 
Hands, but principally belonging to the Fleet. The Enemy 
and the Militia had a small Skirmish at little Timbercreek 
Bridge, the Enemy crossed there in the afternoon & en- 
camped. They say they are going to take Post at Haddon- 
field to cover the lower Counties & open a Market from 
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thence ; Those Counties are some of the most fertile in the 
State, from whence great Quantities of Provisions can be 
drawn — A large Number of Boats went up to Philadelphia 
from the Shiping yesterday morning — there were some 
Soldiers on board of them. 

" Col" Morgan's Corps of Light Infantry advanced this 
morning for Haddonfield, If the Troops can be got in 
Readiness I intend to put the whole in motion this after- 
noon. We are greatly distrest for want of a Party of Light 
Horse. I must beg your Excellency to forward some as 
soon as possible. 

" I have heard nothing from Glover's Brigade. I sent an 
Express to the commanding Officer yesterday, but from the 
present Situation of things, I believe it will be best not to 
wait their coming up. 

" Every Piece of Intelligence necessary for my Informa- 
tion with Regard to the Movements of the Enemy in the 
City, I must intreat your Excellency to forward to me by 
Express. 

" Col" Shreeve will attempt to turn out the Militia, but the 
Commissary's Department is in such a bad Situation & the 
People so unwilling to furnish Supplies, that it will be diffi- 
cult to subsist a large Body. 

" A considerable Body of light Horse would be very use- 
ful here. 

" Your Excellency's Letter of the 22* Ins' is just come to 
Hand. You have in this, all the Intelligence which I have 
received. I am &c. 

"Nath. Greene." 

washington to major-general greene. 

" Head Quarters, Whitemarsh, 22 November, 1777 
"Dear Sir: 

" I am fav* with yours of yesterday afternoon from Bur- 
lington. As you have crossed the River, an attack upon the 
Enemy's detachment, if it can be made with success, would 
be a most desirable object. But I must leave the propriety 
of it entirely to your own judgment. I have heard nothing 
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more of Glover's Brigade than that they are advancing down 
the Road from Morris Town. I sent an Express to meet 
them, and to turn them down towards you, but I think you 
had better despatch one of your family or an Officer to guide 
them to you. There are not more than one hundred and 
seventy of Morgan's Corps fit to march as they in general 
want Shoes — they went yesterday and will join you I sup- 
pose this day. Oapt. Lee's Troop are not yet come from 
the other Side of Schuylkill, but they are expected every 
instant, and will be sent immediately over to you. If you 
can procure any account that you think can be depended 
upon of the Number that the Enemy detached from Philad*, 
I beg you will send it to me. Or if they send any part of 
their force back, let me know it instantly. I shall be anxious 
to hear of every movement of you or the Enemy, and I 
therefore wish to have the most constant advices. I am &e, 

" G. W. 

"P.S. — I shall order an express to be stationed at Bristol 
to bring on your despatches." ^ 



WASHINGTON TO CAPTAIN ALLAN MCLANE. 

" Head Quaetees, 22 November, 1777 
" Sir : 

" I have this moment received your Letter containing the 
Proposals of some of the Inhabitants near the Enemy's 
Lines. I will undoubtedly accept their offers of service 
on condition that they give in a list of their names, and 
engage to be under the absolute command for the time 
specified of such Ofiicer as I shall appoint. This precau- 
tion is necessary, for otherwise they may only receive the 
Public Money without performing the Duty expected of 
them. I am kc? 

" G° Washington." 

' In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel Tench Tilghman. ] 
' In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens. 
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WASHINGTON TO BEIGADIER- GENERAL VABNUM. 

"22 November, 1777. 

"Sir 

" I have rec* your favors of 20 & 21" Inst, by this Express 
I shall write to Maj. Gen^ Green from whom you will re- 
ceive your Instructions respecting your Operations on that 
Shore. 

" I am at a loss to determine upon what Principle the 
Powder was strewed over the fort at Red bank as I expected 
that if an Evacuation was found necessary it might be 
brought off, & if that was impracticable I considered the best 
mode of destroying it was to throw it into the River unless 
it was determined to blow up the Works with it, which 
could never be effected by the mode which was adopted, 

" As the Destruction of the Fort would naturally accom- 
pany the Idea of being obliged to Abandon it, I shall be 
much disappointed if I hear it has not been executed. I 
am &c 

" G° "Washington." 

WASHINGTON TO MAJOR-GENERAL GREENE. 

" Head Qtiaetees, 22 November, 1777 
" Dear Sir. 

" I have received your Letter of this Day's date — it does 
not appear from any account worthy of credit, that any 
part of the Detachment which cross'd the Delaware under 
Lord Cornwallis has return'd to Philadelphia. I am in- 
clined therefore to wish that you would advance to meet it 
as much in force as possible — and that for this purpose you 
would use every means to hasten the junction of Glover's 
Brigade. I am at a loss to account by what mistake Capt. 
Lee's Troop is not with you ; that was originally intended 
for the Service you mention, as it was esteemed the best 
calculated for it. As a party of horse appears so essential, 
that or some other will be ordered to join you immediately. 
I am &c 

" G° Washington. 
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"By an officer from Glover's Brigade I was informed 
that it reached Morris Town the evening of the 20**. I 
sent a message to him to urge them forward and have 
reason to think they are by this time in your Neighbor- 
hood." ^ 

THE NAVY BOARD TO ■WASHINGTON. 

" Continental Navy Boaed 

" Borden Town, 23'^ Nov' 1777 
« Sir : 

" It is with the greatest Concern we inform you of the 
total Destruction' of the Continental Fleet at Red Bank; 
having been burned by our own Officers in Consequence of 
a Determination of a Council of War. We have not yet 
had an Opportunity of making a regular Enquiry into the 
Reasons of so desperate a Measure. As far as we can 
collect from the Officers and Crews here, it was occasioned 
by the Assurances of the Commander of the Land Forces, 
that they must expect no further Protection from his Army ; 
not even to secure a Retreat in Case of Emergency. But 
this must be the Subject of future Enquiry. Be the Cause 
what it may, the Loss seems at present, to be irreparable. 

" We request the favour of your Excellency to let the 
enclosed Packet go with your next Despatches to Congress, 
& are &c. 

" Fra^ Hopkinson. 

" John Wharton." 

colonel joseph ellis to major-seneral greene. 

" [Haddonfield], Nov' 23* 1777 
" By a Woman who came thro' the Enemy encampments 
this day, says, that their main Body lay at Woodbury & 
Lord Cornwallis quarter'd at M' Coopers — That they have 
a large encampment at Great Timber Creek Bridge and 
their advanced picquet consisting of about thirty are posted 
at Little Timber Creek Bridge. — They give out that they 
have 10,000 Men, but she thought they had not half the 

^ In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens. 
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number; most of the Troops she saw were cloathed in 
Greene — she thought they had between 80 & 100 Light 
Horse." 

[Unsigned.] 

MAJOR-GENBBAL GREENE TO WASHINGTON. 

"Mount Holly, Noy' 24, 1777 
" D« Sir 

" I have nothing new to communicate to your Excellency 
with Respect to the Motions of the Enemy — they remain or 
did remain last night at Woodbury, with a Gruard at Timber 
Creek, consisting of about six hundred men. The Boats 
that went up, mentioned in my former Letter, I conjecture 
had on Board the Baggage of the Army ; the Soldiers seen 
on board, were the regimental Guards to the Baggage. 

" The Militia of this State is dwindling to nothing. Gen. 
Varnum says, there was upwards of 1400 a few days since 
— they are reduced now to between seven & eight. Col" 
Shreeve is gone out to see what Impression he can make upon 
the People, and to endeavour to draw together as large a 
Number as possible ; but I cannot flatter myself with any 
considerable reinforcement. — I will endeavour to inclose 
your Excellency a Return of our Strength in Continental & 
Militia this Afternoon if possible. 

" "We are all ready to advance ; but the General Officers 
think it advisable to wait the Return of the first Express 
sent to Glover's Brigade ; to learn the strength & time the 
Junction may be formed with that Brigade. — I have heard 
nothing where it is, notwithstanding I have sent three Ex- 
presses. — Oapt. Lee is not arrived, neither have I heard any 
thing of him — I could wish if possible, some Horse might 
be sent, as every Army is an unwieldy Body without them ; 
& in this Country, they are more immediately necessary, to 
prevent the Enemy from sending out theirs to collect Stock. 

"Col" Cox who is with me at this Place, says, if the 
Enemy can open a Communication with the three lower 
Counties, they will be able, independant of all the sur- 
rounding Country, to draw Supplies of every kind, neees- 
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sary for the Subsistance of the Army & Inhabitants of the 
City of Philadelphia. 

" Your Excellency observes in your last, you must leave 
the Propriety of attacking the Enemy to me. Would you 
advise me to fight them with very unequal numbers. Most 
People, indeed all, agree they are near or quite 5000 strong 
— Our Force is upwards of three, exclusive of the Militia, 
which may be from seven to eight hundred at most. The 
Situation the Enemy are in, the Ease with which they 
can receive Eeinforcements, & the Difliculty of our knowing 
it, will render it absolutely necessary, whenever we advance 
from this Place, to make the Attack as soon as possible. — 
I had much rather engage with three thousand against five, 
than attack the Enemy's Lines, & there is a much greater 
prospect of succeeding, but still I cannot promise myself 
victory, nor even a Prospect of it, with Inferior Numbers. 
I have seen of late, the difficulty your Excellency seemed 
to labour under, to justify the Expectations of an ignorant 
Populace, with great Concern. It is our misfortune to have 
an Extent of Country to cover, that demands four times our 
Numbers — the Enemy so situated as to be very difficult to 
approach, and from pretty good Authority superior to us in 
numbers. Under these Disadvantages, your Excellency has 
the choice of but two things, to fight the Enemy without 
the least Prospect of Success, upon the common Principles 
of "War, or remain inactive, & be subject to the Censure of 
an ignorant & impatient populace. In doing one you may 
make a bad matter worse, and take a measure, that, if it 
proves unfortunate, you may stand condemned for by all 
military Gentlemen of Experience ; pursuing the other you 
have the Approbation of your own mind, you give your 
Country an opportunity to exert itself to supply the present 
Deficiency, & also act upon such military Principles as 
will justify you to the best Judges in the present day, & to 
all future Generations. For my own Part, I feel Censure 
with as great a Degree of Sensibility, as is possible, and I 
feel ambitious of doing every thing that common Sense can 
justify ; but I am fully persuaded, in attempting more you 
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may make a temporary a lasting Evil. — The Cause is too 
important to be trifled with to shew our Courage, & your 
Character too deeply interested to sport away upon un- 
military Principles. — 

" For your Sake, for my own Sake, & for my Country's 
Sake I wish to attempt every thing which will meet with 
your Excellency's Approbation — I will run any Risque or 
engage under any Disadvantages if I can only have your 
Countenance if unfortunate. With the Publick I know 
Success sanctifies every thing and that only. I cannot help 
thinking from the most Dispassionate Survey of the Opera- 
tions of the Campaign that you stand approved by Reason 
& justified by every military Principle. — With Respect to 
my own Conduct, I have ever given my Opinion with 
Candour & to my utmost executed with Fidelity whatever 
was committed to my Charge. 

" In some Instances we have been unfortunate. — In one 
I thought I felt the Lour of your Excellency's Countenance, 
when I am sure I had no Reason to expect it — It is out of 
my Power to command success, but I trust I have ever 
endeavoured to deserve it. 

"It is mortifying enough to be a common Sharer in 
Misfortunes, but to be punished as the Author, without 
deserving it, is truly afflicting. 

" Your Excellency's Letter of the 22*, but I suppose it 
was of yesterday, this moment came to hand. As I have 
wrote so fully upon the Subject I have nothing to add, only, 
that to advance from this place before Glover's Brigade 
joins us, unless we attack the Enemy without them, will 
rather injure than facilitate our Designs. But if your 
Excellency wishes the Attack to be made immediately — 
give me only your Countenance & notwithstanding it is 
contrary to the Opinion of the General Officers here, I will 
take the Consequences upon myself. 

" Inclosed is a copy of a letter from Colo. [Joseph] Ellis 
at Haddonfield. 

" The Hospitals in the Jerseys are greatly complained of 
— they prove a grave for many of the poor Soldiery — ^prin- 
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cipally oweing to the Negligence of tlie Surgeons who have 
the Care of the Hospitals. How far these Complaints are 
well grounded I cannot pretend to say — but I would beg 
leave to recommend the sending of good trusty Officers to 
inspect the Management of the Hospitals & to remain there 
until regularly relieved. I am &c. 

"Uath Greene, 

" Major Burnet has just returned from Glover's Brigade 
— they will be at the black Horse to Night — ^Eight miles 
from this place. 

" half past three oClock." 

(To be continued.) 



